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STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREG BADE

n a twisty mountain road high above Mali-

bu, nestled among the rocks, there is a place

where people gather to have breakfast and
drink coffee. In the early 1900s it used to be a stage
stop. Now, at least on weekend mornings, most people
arrive by mortorcycle, and they arrive in great num-
bers. It is not uncommon to have upwards of 75 bikes
competing for parking spots. The riders come from all
walks of life and many professions, but no matter who
they are, they come to the Rock Store to share their
love of motorcycles, their lover of riding, and to show
off their toys.

South of Weatherford about 20 miles on a somewhat
curvy country road there is also a place where people
gather, a small three room café. A few miles north of
the café, a stage also used to stop, but the sight is now
marked only by a dead tree. Mary’s Brazos Café has its
share of motorcycle customers, especially on the week-
ends, but most of her regular customers drive pickups.
While it is unlikely that you may share a table with Jay
Leno, Harrison Ford, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Willie
Nelson or Ann Margaret, as might be the case at the
Rock Store, Mary’s has had a few celebrity types as
regular customers, most notably rodeo announcer Bob

Tallman.

town of Merkle, 17 miles west of Abilene. Her par-
ents were farm people and restaurateurs. In 1963 she
moved to Fort Worth and began working as a wait-
ress at the Arlington Steak house. In September of
1990, she moved again, this time to the community

of Tin Top.

The name Tin Top came from the old cotron gin and
silo that used to be located nearby. The silo was very
tall and could easily be seen from a

distance, and people referred to the

silo as the “old tin top.”

She commuted to her job in Atling-
ton for another few months, but the
winter of 1990 and the drive to the

MARY’S BRAZOS CAFE

city soon became too much. She be-
gan working for a man named Chuck
who operated a restaurant at the inter-
section of Tin Top and Old Tin Top
roads. It was a single room place with
no name as she remembers, and after
a few months she realized thar the café
had great potential, and she bought
him out.

Mary’s Brazos Café is open seven
days a week. Monday hours are
6 am. to 2 p.m. Tuesday through
Sunday hours are 6 am. to 9 p.m.
The café telephone number is 817-
594-0203. They are closed all day on
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

She named the café Mary’s Brazos because the Brazos

Mary Anderson was born in the small West Texas  River is just a half mile or so down the road and ran
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